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We are  Able Child Africa
The leading UK charity working solely 
to improve the lives of children and young people 
with disabilities in Africa.

For over 38 years, we’ve been making lasting change for children 
with disabilities in Africa, operating across Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Malawi and Zambia.

We break down the barriers to inclusion for children with 
disabilities and empower them to fight for their rights. We 
create change on a national scale by influencing governments 
and other agencies.

We are a small charity making a big impact. We are 
uncompromising in our mission. We are experts in what we do 
and are passionate about the approach we take. We are bold and 
agile, with the courage to innovate and take disciplined risks.
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Welcome from our Chair

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to our 2022 Annual Report. We are very 
proud of the work we do through our partners to protect, educate and empower 
children with disabilities, so they are able to fulfil their potential. In the last year, 
our partners worked with over 700 children and supported over 1,000 parents 
across Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Malawi and Zambia. Among the many 
highlights, we secured our first multi-year grant funding for our newest partner 
ZAPCD in Zambia and have become a leading figure in the UK and internationally 
on disability-inclusive child safeguarding, following the launch of the 
Disability-inclusive Child Safeguarding Guidelines.

Like many charities, we were impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic both 
operationally and financially. In the last financial year, we saw a significant 
contraction in our funding. However, the team and our partners have worked 
tirelessly through these challenging times and we are delighted that funding 
and, most importantly, service delivery are returning to pre-pandemic levels. 
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As part of our five-year strategic cycle, we have launched a strategic review of Able Child Africa, in conjunction with our 
partners and wider stakeholders. The new strategy will aim to ensure that the organisation will continue to support the 
children we work with in the best possible way. Excitingly, we have recently received multi-year grant funding to support 
some of the proposed changes and we look forward to sharing more details of this new strategy, when it is finalised in 
the new year.

We work side-by-side with our six partners and their commitment, vision, and knowledge drive the success of Able Child 
Africa, without whom none of our work would be possible. We would like to take this opportunity to thank our partners for 
everything they have done this year and throughout our many years of successful partnership.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the entire Able Child Africa team. Karl, our CEO, and Lauren, our Head of Programmes and 
Advocacy, provide both inspirational leadership to the whole organisation and drive the long-term vision of Able Child Africa. 
We are also indebted to the Board of Trustees, whose diverse skillsets and experiences have been crucial in navigating the 
challenges of the last two years. 

Despite the organisation's recovery following the pandemic, the external fundraising environment remains difficult. We do 
not underestimate the challenge ahead, and our final thanks are reserved for all our donors, whether individual, corporate 
or institutional, small and large. Your generosity is the organisation's lifeblood, and we remain indebted to your continued 
support. This has enabled Able Child Africa to deliver all the work described in the following pages and to continue our vital 
mission to improve the lives of children with disabilities. 

While this has been a challenging period, the organisation remains well-placed to flourish and ultimately support many more 
children who need our support. We are really excited about the future and sincerely hope you will continue to feel moved to 
support us in our vital work.

Best wishes,
Jim Sellars
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60 million
people with disabilities live in Africa, the vast majority of 
which are children.

Fighting for rights & change 
for children in Africa.

Children and young people with disabilities are among the 
most marginalised in the world. Those living in poverty are 
disproportionately affected. Many continue to spend 
much or all of their lives in institutions, away from their 
families and are vulnerable to violence, exploitation and 
abuse. They are forgotten, hidden and have been 
systematically excluded.

Only 1 in 10
attend school

This impact is worsened for girls with disabilities.

Children with 
disabilities are 
4 times  more likely 
to suffer abuse 
or violence
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Why we exist
Up to  80%  of children with disabilities from low-income 
countries will not live to be 5 years old. The children that do are 
four times more likely to suffer abuse and eight times less likely 
to go to school.
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Our vision is a world in which all children 
with disabilities are fully included as equal 
members of society.

We believe that every child is able. Able to learn. 
Able to participate. Able to 
Only half of the children who begin go 
on to complete their primary education. 
Most drop out after a few months due 
to feelings of exclusion, isolation or 
stigma. 

Every day, these children are facing 
barriers such as stigma and 
discrimination just for being who they 
are. They are some of the most 
vulnerable children in the world. 

Local disability-focused organisations 
are severely underfunded and 
under-resourced, so Able Child Africa 
plays a key role in supporting local 
partners to protect, educate and 
empower children with disabilities so 
they are able to fulfil their potential.

Denying children with disabilities their equal rights has 
a lifelong impact. It leads to a life of poverty, abuse, 
dependence and discrimination. We believe every 
child is able: able to learn, able to contribute to society 
and able to shape their own future.
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We work with local partners to protect, 
educate and empower children with 
disabilities so they are able to fulfil their 
potential. We do this by...

Delivering high 
quality 
programmes

We deliver high-quality 
programmes alongside local 
partners that break down the 
barriers to inclusion for children 
with disabilities.
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What we do

Strengthening 
local 
organisations

We strengthen local 
organisations on the ground 
which ensures they can deliver 
lasting change in the countries 
where we work.

Fighting for 
rights &
creating change

We fight for the rights of children 
with disabilities, creating change 
on a national scale by 
influencing governments and 
agencies.

Able Child Africa has benefited our work in so 

many areas, providing us with a valuable 

network where we have been able to learn from 

other organisations doing similar work.

Beneficiary of our work in Tanzania

.
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Tanzania

Kenya

Uganda

Zambia

Rwanda

Malawi

We have over  38 years’ 
experience working 
with local organisations 
across Africa to improve 
the lives of children 
with disabilities.

Our mission is to promote the 
realisation of equal rights for 
children and young people with 
disabilities in Africa and to facilitate 
their meaningful inclusion in all 
aspects of life.
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Educate.

In low income countries, over 90% of children with disabilities do not attend formal school. 
To tackle this problem, we have developed inclusive education projects that support children 
with disabilities to access mainstream education alongside their peers, improving their 
educational outcomes and ensuring they are able to fulfil their potential.

We have been working in Uganda to change the lives of children with disabilities 
through education…

Changing the lives of children with disabilities 
through  education.

Protect.

Children with disabilities are at a higher risk of violence, abuse or exploitation due to the 
multiple barriers that prevent them from protecting themselves or reporting incidents of 
abuse. We work with all our partners to improve and support local safeguarding practices 
and ensure the protection of children in the areas where we work.

By supporting local families and organisations to break down the stigma and discrimination 
around disability, we ensure the protection and inclusion of children with disabilities within 
their communities. We have been working to do this in Kenya...

Ensuring the  protection  of children with 
disabilities in Africa.

Improving Child Safeguarding in Kenya

We worked with our partner Action Network for the Disabled (ANDY) in Kenya to build 
their capacity to safeguard children with disabilities. Much of ANDY’s early work had 
focused on supporting young people, however, they were increasingly looking for ways to 
work with younger children with disabilities, as they identified large numbers of children 
who were out of school. ANDY sought Able Child Africa’s support to include children with 
disabilities in their five-year strategy, and together we developed a new child protection 
and safeguarding policy for the organisation.  

The full involvement of both ANDY and Able Child Africa in this process ensured that 
both national and international standards were considered. Crucially, we have been able 
to apply our extensive experience and knowledge of the considerations needed for 
inclusive safeguarding, specifically for children with disabilities. 
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